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Westfall coma-rape victim dies at 30 


By MICHAU /UGLtR 

sTArr wuntK 


Kathy is dead 

The 30>year-oid suburban 
Rochester woman, who was raped 
and gave birth to a child while in a 
(tuna, has died two weeks beTore the 
sentencing of her convicted attack¬ 
er, John L Horace. 

Sources said she died within the 
past few days at a health-care fiKih- 
ty in upstate New York, where she 
hod be^ transferred after giving 
birth to a son at Strong Memorial 
Hospital 


Private funeral sought, case led to proposed ‘Kathy’s Law’ 

The boy was bom one year ago nancy was revealed more than a feet and underw ent his second heart 
‘““y, ^ year ago, souites said 8uigeryflnFcb.27.thedayHon» 

Her nmilyrs lawyer, John R Par- f^urinelio said the woman's fern- was convicted He’s living with hw 
rinello, declined to comment, citing ily will continue to guard its privacy maternal graniiinother outside the 
the family’s request for privacy. “I’m and that ‘anyone who attempts to Rochester area 
not going to confirm anything.’!^- get near this thing is unwelcome.’ A state Supreme Court jury 
rinello said. The cause of Kathy's death w’as found Horace guilty of raping and 

Family memben withheld news not duclosed. but m^ical experts sexually abusing the woman m Au- 
fd Kathy's death in an attempt to say people in her condition fire- gust 1996 at ■ Brighton nursing 
have a private funeral service, un- ipiently succumb to opportunistic home where he worked as a certified 
encumbered by mtenstve and un- infectim that their weakened bod- nursing assistant. He faces a maxi- 
wanted publkaty that has dogged ies can no longer fight. mum ofS to 25 vean in prison when 

them since her first-of-its-kindpreg- Her siai was bom with a heart de- he’s sentenced March 27 


The case made medical history. 
Nevvr before had a woman in hw 
condition become piegnant and giv¬ 
en birth, physidans said 

The woman was referred to 
throughout Horace's trial as ‘Jane 
Doe’ to protect her pnvaev 

But after the trial. Kathy's fami¬ 
ly alkiwtid state Attorney General 
Dennis C. Vacon to uae her first 
name on proposed legislatian he 
dubbed ’Kathy s Law.’ If macted, 
the legislation would help protect 
nursing home patients by requirinf 
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background checks for nurse’s 
aides. 

Kathy, an honor graduate of a 
Catholic high school in Monroe 
County, was a 19-year-old student 
at Cornell University when shp 
suffered a severe brain injury in 
an auto accident near Ithaca in 
December 1985. The injury locked 
her into an irreversible comalike 
condition known as a chronic vege¬ 
tative state. 

She was physically helpless, un¬ 
aware of her surroundings, had to be 
fed through a tube in her stomach, 
and was unresponsive to any stim¬ 
uli, physicians said. 

In February 1995, after she had 
been treated at .several hospitals, 
Kathy’s family moved her to the for¬ 
mer Westfall Health Care Center at 
5901 Lac De Ville Blvd. It was there 
that she was raped. 

At Horace’s trial, Kathy’s mother 
testified that her daughter was nev¬ 
er able to communicate after she 
was iryured. 

But in an interview on the last 
day of Horace’s trial, Kathy’s grand¬ 
father said she seemed to respond 
when her newborn son was placed 
in her arms. 

“The nurse said it wa.s so he could 
bond with Kathy,” he .said. “She put 
him in her arms, and Kathy started 
patting him with one hand, just 
moving it back and forth, and back 
and forth. I .said. ‘She doesn’t 
need to bond with him. I think she 
already has.’”j 
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